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Sundaraniyer (1848 1890) Died age 48 ather
Azakammai (1864L922)Died age 58Mother
Older Brother Nagaswami (18i7¥900) Died age 23

Ramana Maharshi (30 December 187014 April 1950) Natal name: Venkatraam (70Yr
3.5M)

Younger Brother Nagasundaram (188853) = 67

Younger sister Alamelu (1881953) = 66

Born Dec 30, 1879 in the village Tiruchuzhi. Venkatraman , Smart
Family history: Paternal Great Uncle and paternal uncle: Sanny
Upanayanat age 7.

Lived one year in Dindigul at age 11 with paternal uncle Subbaiyar. Learr
Lived in Madurai at age 12 with uncle and brother Nagaswami (
Father Sundaram lyar died on 18 February 1892 ( Venkatraman/Ramal
Venkdraman and Nagaswami stayed with uncle Subbaiyar in Me
November 1895, Experience of Turiya consciousness in Meenaks

July 1896 (16Y 7M) Fear of death. Discovery of soul.
September 1, 1896 (16Y 9M) Went to Tiruvannamalai for go
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Ramana MahaRishi as &dnager

The sky flashed its blue sheen. It was pristine. Looking at the sky from the upper
deck, it appeared the gigantic Egg of Brahma (Expansive Universe) must be the sky.

The mountain, the pond, the river, the ocean, the animal, the bird...feign derwon

The earth's wonder is this sky, that too the sky without clouds and a sky in the blue
yonder. This is an indescribable PiramUdJ
the sky, Venkatraman sported a budding smile. It was like the familiar smile

blossoming orthe face when seeing a friend. It was that kind of smile that played on

his lips, looking at the sky. Earth is the place for humanity. Sky is the place for God,
the I nner Abider. To the NUyadmUrs, $iva
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mountain,onie ocean, on the wall of the templ
( Temple Tower). The sky was wherefrom Si

(Or i ui dk &the RideroftheBuWlTher ef ore, Sky is $iva.

immobile; He is omnipresent and-gkervasie; He is all. Earth is mobile; Sakti is
in the mobility. All planets move.

All mobiles are Sakti. The Immobilesva.$i va gi ves D&yaamUtres . al

He gave his | ove. He held the hand of Ka
gave Darny%amatkai NUyadUr pervading and fi
Dar San to TirunolakadJdMa NUyaJdUr, all the
extended his help to Sundarar. He beqgquea

gave Dar San tebelpedthe gamblers: Heaisad.his leg and danced for
KUrai kkUl' AmmaiyUr in TiruvUlaJ4dkUttu, as
easy. But there is a caveat. There is one{mogulfilment. You must take the vow

that 'God is my Refuge' and hold @ him firmly.

goo.gl/hg19Sc
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Nothing else is important. The determination should be, you are all; all that is mine
are for you (God) only. The paddy to the very end will not change. If one remains A
with that thoughtsi va wi || for ssirglMpl ve you Dar Sa

Could I hold that stance? Giving up all, could you hold fast to the thought God as the

only refuge? The thought arises it is possible, but fear hobbles the mind. Math

homework to be done; commit English to memory; play football; go for & swthe

MUiammal temple tank; game of Kapadi before swim or swim before the game:
determination of choice must be made. With all these secular thoughts on the mind,

how coapOWird i ve you Dar San? These tor me
theins de of Venkatraman. He devel oped an ar
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Loving God, doing the math homework, scoring the first place in English, winning the
game of Kapadi é: How could God give Dar S
He was boilingangrywih  hi msel f . He hear dUyolhae i nne
not all right. Then, he came down from the second floor of his house. Note:

Venkatraman was tottering between the world of spirit and the world of matter.

He sat for a little while in a smalbom. He walked back and forth. He went one floor
down, saw a bunch of bananas and broke of two bananas. He peeled and ate them. He
went to the front gate of the house and saw bullock carts going towards the temple.

s o -

The bullocks had a hard time pullingetcart overloaded with people. That small
bullock had to bear the big burden. Yet it pulled the weight towards the temple. He
thought to himself: Like the bullock, | had to run, no matter the weight, towards the
temple and God.

His older brother made funf hi m: A They al l perfor med a
and sl eeping. You sl eep deep | i ke Kumbak
Enough is enough. Leave the God alone fo

This admonition caused him muchoay. It wrenched his stomach. Would | ever get
Dar San of God? This despondency envelope


file:///C:/Users/krishnaraj/Documents/MyIndiaStories/RMRTeen-Adult.jpg

boiled over. He was restless going back and forth. He got the feeling to just walk
away from home to wherever his feet took him.

Herein the new place, | have
none to ridicule me. Such
thoughts ran through his
mind and he made fun of
himself. He chided himself
saying, OHow
get what vyou

Could | reject the invitation
to go for a swim in the lake?
Could | objet to dividing
the boys into opposing tea
in the game of Kapadi? Did
you not stand there resting
your hand on the hip?

Did you not shed your W il ©
(waist wrap) and jump in
with your loincloth? Did you
not charge to the opposite
side saying Kapaedfapadi?
Those times, where was yot
God? When you played
Kapadi, didd ap(fiM a r
show up? Sundarar, chantin
NamasivayeNamasivaya,
gambled. God gaveimi

Dar San irrescg
he di d. God v
friend. Canot
too? Why cant¢
team in Kapadi game?

Inside his mind,
despondency welled up.
High anxiety took hold of him. Something is wrong. | am rudderless. Nothing works
for me. These things caused rage and created grievance. When he sought help with
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this younger paternal uncle, he laughed it off and shifted the responsibility saying,
ARGo ask an el der . o

If my father was living, | could have asked him. Father would have patent and

supportive in answering my questions. He had been dead for a long time. Because
father died, | had to seek unclebs help,
and go to Madurai.

This house on Sokkappd¥akkar Street is near the temple. | could run to the temple
as and when | wished. | could stop at each shrine and pay homage. Remembering
every NyalmU from my reading of Periyapuram, | could touch eachlyl a m

icon and offer homage.

If my father wa alive, | could ask him to narrate the stories once again. My older
brother knows but will not narrate. Uncle could be knowing them but will slip away
saying, A have work to do. o

There is no one to teach me about God. My brother told me that knowleGgel of

came on its own accord and not from teaching. So, said my uncle. When the talk on

God took place, my brother talks with uncle as if he ikadiwing. He paid no
attention to Venkatraman. AThese transce
But Venlkatraman paid attention to what his brother said and remembered them by
frequent recollection.



The biggest
loss in my life
I's my father
death. Family
unit is split:
Mother, sister,
younger
brother and
Venkatraman
(I'in third
person) and
my older
brothe belong
to different
sides. The
elder brother
always said,
NnThe
responsibility
to care for you
IS mine;
therefore, you
listen to me
and do your
math
homewor k. 0
My older
brother was
paternalistic

and simultaneously pleading.

Grievous hurt. A hatredofMah comes over me. AThere 1 s
medley of drums and cymbals going down the street. Should you not move a little bit?
Why sleep | ike this?o0 My ol der Dbrother

My aunt in a supportchiel dnovieesahidm d$Heep
a mean spirit of accusatory finger point
now, his Tapas is sl eeping. o Shame and
my sleeping. | wanted to find way to avoidege
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floor and sat on the floor.

What is the use
of asking these
people? Let
me exercise
my selfeffort.
Whom did

NG a Jrmask
about all these
things? Where
did they learn
from about
God? Did they
not apprehend
God on their
own accord? |
must do the
inquiry myself.
He jumped,
ascended the
staircase,
reached a room
in the upper

He looked at the wall with blank eyes until the excitement subsided. In a flash of
introspection, he observed his own thoughts on the mind lake. His thoughts took him
to a recdlection of his father: his walk, his stand, his talk, his memory loss, stay on

the bed and extension of his hand towards him.

The near and dear spoke among themselves of the deathbed he was lying in. Though
they spoke in whispers, Venkatraman heard thknit came as a sudden shock at the
prospect of death of his father. His father held his hands tight and stared at him. His
eyes welled with tears. The relatives embraced and took him out.

Dados

The

hand
rel ati ves

fell on

sat

t he
hi m down

out si de

that his father died half hour since his last look. All this appeared as if | was
abandoned in a jungle with eyes blfodded.

b e dedihmknemay. dead w

sayin
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The relatives got busyith arrangements. Many came rushing in anticipation of his
death. Bamboo sticks and Palm leaves were gotten ready. There was a loud wailing in
the house. Venkatraman embraced his mother. He cried and later came out.

In three hours since death, the baes already on the gurney. The elder bother went

ahead of the gurney with a wet cloth and afict. They stopped Venkatraman. The
paternal uncle cried | oud, il committed
pyre, | committed Sundaram to the &un a | pyre. o That | oud cry
again. Grief boiled over. The eyes welled up with tears.

What are departure and death? How did they commit my father to funeral pyre? Did
burning with fire not cause pain? Why did it not cause pain? What isptessause
pain? What is that which when lost is death? The answers to these questions, he
looked into himself. He searched deliberately what is inside. Death means the exit of
something. What is it? He analyzed life, death and exit of something at deaih

sit and think, could you apprehend it? Only when you die, it becomes known.

Even the intellectuals do not like to think hard about death. THyedakold

Venkatraman wanted to know what death is. Suddenly, fear enveloped him. Would

death come s&ag me? Though he was of good health, fear of death induced panic in
him. o6lt is fine, go! He got ready for d

Let us get Dar San

Pictures S. Kumaresan
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Author: Sarukesi

PeriyavU ek Resyavar(Elder). I Vizuppuramwhd?ee r i y av U
stayed, his close and constant companion was Lakshminarayanan, who since age six
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years served him well. Presently at 76 years of age (1956), he cherishes the memory

of PeriyavU. He will share his exhilarat
Lakshmina ay anan credits PeriyavU as responsi
Learning Center near WigU M KUnatchi Amman Temple.

That was 1956. Every Thursday, we came t
Thursday, Peria_vU saBecainbkbehad &ahdr &€ & mme
my whole body is burnindd mb Ul t ol d me in the dream t
ceremony. He added, ASomewhere around h

rundown condition. Find it and let me know. | will give you a week tontepack
to me. o

Next week, when we saw hi m, he told us
the first night. That day an el ephant t
el ephant. To PeriyavduU, It did notis appea
perception.

The el ephant took him for awehtbemigdthei me on
elephant. After many hours of journey, the elephant made a turn on a mud road. After
going for a while, the elephannedi AmpUDlka
temple must be in the vicinity. He made up his mind to spend the night there. There

was a cow shed nearty.e r i sleptvhére for the night.

In that area, Ramakrishna Mudaliar was the chief. Finding out that Periyava was in the
vicinty, he@a me t o see hi m. He assured him, A Wh
do it. Dond6t worry. 0&R&a(Purficateracerenaohyd hi m t
must be done within 24 hours. The wheels started rolling. He gave Re.1000 to each
worker. They clearedhe area of weeds, bushes, snakes and anthills. A small tower
became visible. P e rudisaakara staged fordlQ) moiitlish i s |1 s
continuously. Ardhameru was established there. Ambal is very angry now. We should
appease her anger.

After Periyavaoversaw the completion of all the events, he went back to Kanchi.
Completing all the preliminary tasks, we brought Kumbabishekam to fruition.
EkUmbara Gurukkal was the officiating priest for the ceremony. Nobody knew
anything about MUysgUMu Temple those da



If Periyava
asked for an
exclusive
private place, |
would not have
hesitated to do
the same. The
proposal never
took place and
got pushed
back because
of other
commitments.
In 1956,
Periyava
reminded me
of my offer
saying, AaDi d
you forget to
buy a place for

- y me in
' - SN oS MUOngUMu?

Periyava i mposed a condition saying, nYo
Only your money can be used for the purp
enactment. Periyava here and there kept reminding me of it. & LB@ught the

|l and, 3.5 grounds in all at a cost of Re
house and bought the plot with the proceeds.

Here on this plot, AmB Temple should rise. As priority, wooden sandals

representingl disankara should be pin place. Later a temple can rise. The

foundation is 16 feet deep. One hundred eight crores of writtetefiee Mantra
(NaMaSi vUYa) should be strewn in the pit
wrote the Mantras and gave the papers to theag@nent. Periyava discussed about

the foundation with Judge Balasubramaniya Aiyar. On his order, VIPs were waiting to

act on it.

In 1982, | (Lakshminarayanan) bought a small plot, built a house and moved. |
worked in the Accounts Section in Simson. Aftark, | go to the construction site
for supervision and go back home late in the night.
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The work dragged on and came to completion by the end of 1992. | hoped to have
Periyava perform the consecration. A | di
Cdl Jayendran. Jayendrar said, AnThe ausp
constellation of Guru Wam, Pdéichami and Aus& m. 0

On 8" January 1994, | fell ill with a sudden onset of high fever and my family

admitted me in the hospital. The doctor pramced that | sustained a heart attack. |

stayed in the ICU for three days. On the fourth day, to the surprise of the doctors, |
made a recovery. nWe wi || di scharge you.
know later that on the day | sustained a hatigick, Periyava attained Mukti (shuffled

off his mortal coil).

Later, VijayChthirar performed the Consecration ceremony.

Periyava suggested Yajur Ved&dJai (school) conduct classes at this site. | carried
out his instructions. To begin with, we had six students come from outlier villages.
The student body grew to ten ancetwe. The attendance gradually wilted and for the
past one and half years, no one comes to the Vedic school. It is my great deficiency.
This is the temple built according to desire. The Vedic School started on his
command. My desire is it continues to ftioo.

Lakshmi narayands voice as he spoke showe

-f Qah%Czfudi %
i d3 AC{ uOn_viAeTEé!r a2 0Oj uk
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Dar San will continue
Pictures by Gokulakrishnan, A, Muththukkumaran
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Fear mounted and grabbed me as | tried to desert it. | could not sit. Ce
jerk and shed it? The mind recededo, | will not letgo, unless | know
what it is.

What is it to die? If | died, | must lie stretched out.

He suddenly stretched out his legs and laid down. He made the body |
Then, the body died. Death came to the body. | died. Taking me, they
do the cremation. Mylder brother will again carry the firpot. (First time,
he carried it for the cremation of their father.)

They carry bouncing the dead body on a gurney and commit it to the
flames. This body licked by flames gradually gets reduced to ashes. N
will be left. The body will disappear (as | knew it). What is present that
keeps me alive? What remains while | lay down? What was not presel
after death seizes me?

Venkatraman was deep in thought, looking at what is present. There v
change in his breathg. When the mind subsides, the breath subsides.
breath from the nostrils, usually extending to one foot shrank gradually
Diving deep inside to apprehend what there is, expiratory air was at its
borderline. Considering what is deeper, losing whichtlléscertainty,
breath stood at standstill at the upper nose (Posterior Choanae).



Hey, here is the place wherein there is something. Its tempo orchestre
all bodily functions. When introspection got deeper, the breath in the
upper windpipe at the ndcnot exiting went back and forth between lun:
andthroat. 5 SSLISNJ A YYSNEA2Y YIRS +Sy]
sensory and motor organs in the body lost their innate domains. The &
flow changed into a different state. The stiffness of the living bedy as i
death.

Venkatraman stood aside and witnessed it. The breath moved from th
lung for a short distance and went back into the lungs. The breath nev
reached the upper airways (The nose and the cervical trachea or winc
The breath moved a tie distance along the bronchial tubes and returne
to the lungs. There was a breath; it was not a complete respiration. Th
breath jumped up a few inches and promptly came back to the lungs.
(regarding the movement of the breath, the breathing tube waspared
G2 GKS @2dzy3 odzZ t Qa K2 NY ®0

When the mind subsides, the breath subsides; when the breath subsic
0KS YAYR adzwaARSae® !'a GKS oNBIF
(respiratory passages), suddenly great flash of light appeared. Unbeal
shudder affected the body Between the two breaths, between the two
horns splendor neither steady nor moving, neither dancing nor still sto
with great brilliance. The thought waves stood still. That Great Light
swallowed the thinking faculty.

As the thinkig faculty became still, the Ego
Factor sporting the-hess came to naught. As ;
the consciousness offdctor disappears,
Venkatraman dissolved in the Great Splendo
and became it.

This is permanence; this is completeness; thi
and here is the existence; thand here is all.
This is the first and the foremost; this is
freedom,; this is Supreme Bliss; this is earth; §
IS universe; this is love; this is mercy; this is
intellect; this is health; this is the inseparable




plenitudinous, and omnipresent wondeFhis exists as the inseparable a
pervasive profusion.

This the great Light in the shut eyes; this is the hum in the open ears;
horripilation; this is amazement in the Buddhi; this is the pleasant feeli
under the sole; as the anal sphincter caatts, this gives a push and sen
the Kundali (up the spine) to the neck.

In the spinal column, there is a tingling sensation; there is tranquility ir
mind; there is heaviness in the heart; in the throat, there is a whirl; in t
forehead, there is bskness; in the crown, there is Agni (fire, heat).
"KnXel e FAEEA AYaSLI NI oHATisNHAT.L
+SY1FGONIYIYQa YAYR atzgte gl 1S

Wakefulness returned and hdtiour elapsed. Venkatraman got up and s
crosslegged. He cried as he looked at the wall in front of him. Later, fo
reason, he laughed. He cried again. He stood up and leaned on the cc
of the wall.

He staggered and moved towards the entrandée staircase, he used tc
run up, appeared to indue fear that day. It occurred to him whether he
would fall and roll down the staircase.

W2 K § KILIWISYSR G2 YS> ¢gKIFG KIFLIL
step at a time. What is inside is |. That is I. He came down one step. T
body, | am not. This Bidhi is not I. My Sakti is not I. My mind is not I. A
came down one step at a time, he understood inside him the reality. T
DNBI G [AIKGEZ GKS DNBFG CtlFYS Aa
all places. | am THAT. | am Siddhi. | am theger uncle, | am the older
brother, | am the street dog, | am the insect, | am the cow, | am the blt
rock-pigeon, | am all.



How does Unity become multiplicity? This is a great
YAAUlF1S® ¢KS WLQ aKAYySa
What is the diffeence between me and them? What
are the discrepancyMow could One become many?

He stood on the 10step. He went back up. He
laughed. Whom am | going to tell®hom am | to ask
for the meaning and explanation of what happened?
Did | myself understand2SY S G KAy 3 K[ LJ
happen properly?Was it a sleep state dwilderment,
or the manifestation of what was inside? He came d
the steps and went to the temple. He opposed his p:
Ay K2YIF3S (2 al RdzNI} A { dz
gratitude in the opposed palms. There was a melting
the heart. There was happinessefe was tranquillity.
There was love. There was a deluge of Bliss.

All melting with the mind becoming one whole, he paid homage to the
It dawned on his mind to sit in deep meditation or lay down to experier
it again.

He begged and pleaded with SUntNB T @I NI NJ 6 A G K 2 LI
KAYZ WI3AFAYyS @2dz aK2dzt R 02YS®Q
town, Venkatraman walked like an empty vessel.

For the vessel to becoming a brimmer, the Grace of God was waiting.

Purification does not happen to exdody. Only to a few, it happens. On
iK2aS &a2dz a NBSOSAAS GKS GAGfSE
+SY1FOGNFYLY 2F wmc @S| NAE WMBhdlila S
Millions of people worshipped him as Bhagavan.

Tirucchuzi was the place of his birth. It is parthed Ramanathapuram
district. Surrounding area was a barren land. Sky was its canopy, thou
there was a beautiful Siva Temple.

When the world was deluged with floods, Siva dug a hole with his tride
and the flood waters in a whirlpool disappeared in theéehahat is the
reason for the village name: Tirucchuzi (Sacred Whirlpool).



Many years later, from the same whirlpool, a flood appeared. That del
of love is Ram#'dpavam (the experience of Raitl The whole world
was soaked in the blessedness from the brimmer.

-f Qav Y%{ i UBA
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Lakshminarayanands el der uncl
Periyava came to Vizuppuram,
invited Pe rJakumbham (auspicibus vaterpat) and tc
¢KS aldryYy owSad K2dzaSuv KI R Sf
OK2dzft GNBS [F1&aKYAYEFENIelyly KI
L 6l a AAE @SINA 2fR (GKSyo aeé
AY GKANR 3INIRSPQ

He enquired whether he hadtheG&NE R ¢ KNBI R OS M
Of 2SR FT2NJ adzYYSNE &SYyR KAY
Four years later in 19447, Periyava stayed in the choultry. By the

served in the Mutt during school holidays. That was the beginninc
for 10 days.



¢KS KAIK aO0OKz22f KSIRYFaluSN gli
W2 KIG gAftf @2dz IAOS YS H6KSy L
of mischief coming from Periyava. There must have been a big pl
t SNAGF @O al ARHHNENRI Ry2fie3ae i
t M YLI Gddz g1 a | G2 6y ohundativorkers d
depth. As the squirrel helped Rama, | participated in the sacred st
was clear. Periyava went into the pond fae ritual bath and perforn

LG Aa LI ad mn G2 mp RIF@&ad hysS
Reddiar lives there.

NAY3I KAY G2 YSPQ 2
OFYS 42 tSNwhel gl vy
holds that kind of power.
¢naAiAf RnNJ Ol NeSvagiaKunb&aRi ¥ | . NI PK Y A
YL FYR €S YS (y260Q
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Everybody pored over the field map and could find nothing specie
t SNAEF @I &bl ARZI W¢ HHA K«

~

time, the river moved far away. SNA & | @ &
Siddhi there.

¢CKSNB 61 & 2 yiSam, Wwabhékafay i

77
—— -
=

]

Thetradition is River Ganges comes there until ti
celebrated then. The pilgrims go thength parcels
. K I G KNIY O{KFAY n R K A and LYh§avnhavitt
urgent plea came from

Periyava in the middle of the night he wanted to

At a spot around 2 a.m., he sat down and perfori

we all came to our village.

Three months later, we went with Periyava to the same site. A great snake
Wdza 0 aidlFyR @2dzNJ ANRdzy R®Q



It slithered away and disappeared far away. As before, Periyava sat in the
did not understand what waso spe@l about that site.

He bid us to bring Subramaniya Reddiar, whom he asked for two acres of
registered in the name of Periyava twores of land costing Re.400.00. Redc
LF y20X GKSNB gAftf o0S | RA&LWzGS A

Periyava asked the Mutt to give Re. 500 to Reddlig.NA & | @I g | y
acre land and dug it with the crowbar, which showed blood staiikeasharp ¢

Seeing it, he lost his breath and fell. Not knowing what to do, we were wrir
the spot saying,

Wh2dKAY3I KL LILIS W8 RIdPetiyavia our dbdervatidid & K ai
-f QahwnCzfudi %

Next day, on digging the site, there was evidence of remnants of a temple
from a bygone era. A Sivalingam was found and brought up. There itself, €
renovated temple was built by Periyava and later left for Kanchipuram.

| was with Perigtva for three or four months during
renovation.[ T A KYAY I Nl yly &aFARX WECKAY
KZNNRALAE I 0A2Y PO

51 NIy 6AEMO002YdAYdsSo
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l LIT60(GLOIT [ 60T ]

The biggest and the best property of Tirucchuzi is its trélitg. It is a small tow!
and a big village. It is away from the beaten path. The pilgrims on the way t
Ramesvaram take a detour to Tirucchuzi and take the-memihed rest before
going to Ramesvaram.

The town invites with expectant enthusiasm. The speople gather around to
take in the sight of new arrivals. The town though used to the pilgrims takes
arrival as a special event. There lived Sundaramaiyar, an advocate.

Sundaramaiyanas no formal educatido be a lawyer; but he is a learned mar
He had the wherewithal to plead and argue his case. Those days, the Britis
allowed the literate nefawyers to conduct lawyering business in the courts.

Sundaramaiyar is tall, tighaced, shareyed, stifflipped and fullcheeked. His
stance is #gawyer coming to argue his case in the court before the justice she
not be sporting smiles. Therefore, he always remained tranquil and sharp o
disposition.

He had a thriving law office with a solid income. He bought a house near thi
temple. He had twadjacent stepped entrances in the house. One side is for
private use; the other is an office for the consulting and overnight clients.



His clients are from the
surrounding villages; th:
cases were land disputt
individual or communal
violence, petibn for
judicial enquiry, judicial
-appeal € Whe
falls, even the men in
Tirucchuzi fear
traversing the jungle
paths. Therefore, the
clients stay overnight, ready to leave at the break of dawn. That is the conv
provided by the advocate inshihouse.

|l s |l odging enough? How about boar «
dinner, stay overnight in our house, have breakfast of gruel and leave in the
morning. 060 Hospitality sans deceit:

the husband anchakes it happen.

The couple had a son, named Nagaswamy. The lawyer had an elder sister
Lakshmi, who died postpartum after giving birth to a son. Sundaramaiyar ac
and raised the baby, Ramaswamy. Azakammai was pregnant with their sec
child. The fanily elders celebrated the event.

This time a girl was born. He alreathoughtabout her marriage. In those day:
people entertained thoughts about love and living, and responsibility about
weddings of the progeny even before birth. To them continuatiprogeny dow
the ages into the future was important.

OAzakammai, you are as beautif wul
colored. Your lips are full and ripe. It is all delightfully beautiful. This time it i
girl .o

To Azakammai, whatever the sex of the baby, it brings joy. The baby shoulc
hale and healthy. Sundaramaiyar was famous and privileged for being a lav
Not just that. A good man, a helping hand, a friend of the needy and the po
Around this town, there was a fear of theswbecause of penury and joblessne:
Ambush, invasion of house through
common occurrences. The police search patrols caught and arrested them
Sundaramaiyar had them as his clients in the court. Even beforerthet, he
arranged for oubf-court settlement for the clients.



Hey... You seemed to have burglarized the
Chettiar's house.

" Not me, Swamy"

iDonodot tell me fi bs.
friend betrayed you. He is sitting inside the
house. What am | tdo®

AYou tell me, Swamy 0

AGive it back. It is like a warning.

A T h eilyambush and beat me up.

Al will take careof it. Place your booty at the entrancehieburglarized house
and abscond.

ANo troubl e?2owill befall you
AAmM | not talking to you? | garantee your safety.

AThe stolen jewels will be placed at the entrance to the house in a packa
return of the stolen property by the theefd finding it: the ownewill thank
god and be happy.

AiThe womenfolk of the household won't miss even arabn the returned
loot and will shed tears of joy and express gratitide.

AThere is no alternative twonestiving. Stealing has become a necesseabjt.
Please give Dal and rice (to the thiefp (the thief) won't show uprothis side
of the towno

One sack of ricegne bag oDal, othemprovisions, some coins...gpé&aced
where the jewels were I¢fior the thief who returned the loot)



The thiefwondes, "All this for me." The talk like children "l invaded the
home for food. | saw the jewelsjust lifted themo The thieves praise
Sundaramaiyar as the manifest god, who rescued them from bodily harm

"Who is going ahead."
"Sundaramaiyar"

"The lya with the attached house... | have 40 aofdand. Own 6 to 7 house
Stayaway from me."(Hubris exhibitionism by the rich man)

The rich man stepped away, Sundaramaiyar paid resretigreetingsand thi
rich man turned his face awéyot returning the greetingsis the hubris of
moolah made a sho(@f arrogance)culture of educatioflyar) spoted a faint
smile.

A mile was traversedhere was &urnon the roadThe cart made a turiien
to fifteen people surrounded the rich man's vehicle, removed the wheels'
linchpins,one marflailed a bladebefore his facand threatened him.

AGi ve ppsygeoasdsi on shouteDthe waylayenso wo, s
"Hey, another vehicle coming our way."
fBlock it, go block it.0

AO my, it is the cart of the lyar.As soon as they sighted Sundaramadiyar
they scooted oudf thereand disappeared into a thicket o&imble.

A Wh o a% Gomeyoatwf theré. Sundaramaiyar shoutedth an authority

Two ruffians came out of the bushes hands folded in respesgtitnd
obsequioushiumility and stood before the Aiyar.

"What did you take."
AWe just startea.
fReturn ito

Whatever taken was returned.



ABeat the | i vi nandeakyburltatkt' s roaredtthe o
cultured(the upright Brahmin) to the thieveBhe Moolah(the rich man)
cringed in fear and moved to the side.

"If | see you fellows again on this sidétown, | will destroy you. lyar bared
his teeth. Théhieveswithdrew and stood back.

A H othede your honor Give each of us two rupees.

Two rupees are a large sum, enough to feach for three days. The rich ma
destined to lose the goéthd thediamonddut for Aiyar,gave two rupees eac
and expressed thanks to Aiyar.

The rich man opposing his palms in gratitude and respectfsé#dught low
of you earlier, forgive me."

Sundaramaiyar said, "You must have been distracted. You did not pay
attention. You go and | will follow you as a companion.”

Intellect and dignity are the jewels of a man. Sundama i yar s hra
PurushgBedecked, beautiful and worshipful man or God)

" | have no idea of worship and adoration. Sastri comes home and perfor
worship.My@r t i n wor shi p gal&weetlbbiledaideomill
cashews and comiients). | feel sorryfor the poor. | pray to god,"d&h't these
people have a better luck."

Ai yar has compassion right from
important than rituals. Love to fellow human beings is more important the
observingreligious rites and ritual3.ruelove is more important than a false
cloak of caste superiority. These qualities were innate to the unborn chilc
the seed was strong and healthy, the tree grew big and tall.

That wa s (DbtUan)anwrath. The earth was cool. There was a goc
rain. The earth was verdant. All living beings were jumping for joy. They
sauntered, decked in their best.



MOragazi is the dawn of the Devd
humans). MUragazi is associated
It is the day Natar aj a t @k ethinibstipa
was celebrated with ostentation
Bhl mi nUt har templ e

Finishingt he street procession, Natar
plcam began as Tiruvathirai ende

The anteroonmSundar amai yar s house was
womenfolk. After 1 A.M. their activitytook afastp ace. Az akma
pains caused apprehension in Sundaramai@chanted ont i nuou
Namasivaya. o6 At the stroke of 1:

The attendants informed Sundaramaiyinyvas a boydHe turned to the temg
tower and opposed his palms. That was 1B&@ember 30.

Let us obtain Dar San.
Pictures: S. Kumaresan

-f Qav¥%{i u%EEE

i d%COECOj {I| a»

a2 fvCql _ &b3®ray, 2010Part 2

zfudk A

Posted Date : 06:00 (13/05/2010)
|
il eCzf %qg%C_ufTav Cj _ uMerciful Kanchi Mahan

+ enm0sd Author Sarukesi

Periyava brought rain to the parched land.
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Lakshmi narayanan described two epi
power.

A Wh e n V@& was bnyagilgrimage, it is a habit for him to stop at the villag
along the way. Once he stopped at Hakri before reaching Gundakkal.

Within the city limits, there was &iva Temple. Next to it, there was a huge
Banyan tree. Next to it was the riverside soon he saw it, he took a liking an
decidal to stay there.

It was a small town. It was a barren waste land. There was a time when ari
with flotsam and froth flowed. When we were there, there was no rainfall an
land was fissured, dry and lban.

Sugarcane cultivation was the major agricultural occupation. There was a ¢
factory. The factory general manager was from Tanjore Jilla (district). Periy:

told hi m, il intend to perform Vy:

days®

The manager was shaken. He said with hum
luck. Periyava should stay here. You give us orders as to what we should do here for
you. We wil|l do them all here. o

Four truckloads of logs and thatches arrived 08 8ot Pandal (a temporary shed

made of casuara logs and thatches) was built. Structure included Periyava quarters,

his Dar San, and a seating \povidhd ciAli Ir swd ro
smoothly and in a grand scale. That nigh
Narayanan.

Whydd Peri yava notSivatengple and theltdwe gavedPeriyadas
happiness. He worried because the river was dry for many years, the monsoon rains
did not come, and the water shortage caused a great deal of misery to the people.



Lakshminarayanarcnt i nued, APeriya did not s
7”7 looking at the river walk with blank eyes. He got up in the evening and

/" went to the riverbank. He stepped on the sand and was engrossed in

; thoughts. He began walking on the river sand for about a kilorniéte
called us and told us, Al am going
want to visit with me, tell them to
bystanders, he was engrossed in his Japam.

It was night. Those days, hurricane light was in useréltvere two
Petromax lights. We lighted them.

It was 10 P.M. in the night. The breeze was cool. One or two drops of rain
fell on our body. Then, it rained lightly. In a little while, the rain came
down hard and fast with flash floods. We sat Periyava@ycke Riksha

and | held a screygine umbrella.

Next day, Jjust before dawn, the peo]
rain for us. o They all assembled in
him. Periyava happily performed the Vyasa puja.

Periyava is a great Tapasvi (meditator). Vyasa Pujawasaoea gi ven t o us.
gives me horripilation to think he gave the town the much needed rain. This is what
happened, when Periyava Lakshminarayanan went to Pandaripuram. This was one of

hi s many njynarisahe haens of the riBehn in Pandaripard hat river was

dry for over tenyears.

nPeople dig wells to about 100 meters 1in
chore to drop the roped vessel into the well, fill it with water over-seZbnd period

and draw it up. In the opposite barfikloe river, there was a Mandapam in ruins. He
stayed there. o

Periyava sat inside the Mandapam and did his Japam. It must have an hour. A
torrential rain came down with water running in the river. The rain continued for
hours. Servants were called in ahdy helped bring Periyava to the other side of the
river at about 12p.m.

A throng of people pressed close to him
who brought the rain.o

Lakshminarayanan narrated thisyawpsaysode i
things with great humility and setontrol, | know it well, he is the manifest Amsa
(fragment) of OSvara.

-f Qah%Czfudi %
Dar San wi End03¢201805i13) u e
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In the cold winte month of December, many great men took birth in many parts of
the world. In the Land of Bharata (India) (Mazhi (Mid-December to midlanuary)

is an auspicious time. A wonderful birth took place ibkdhzhi to bring amity to the
people.

Among the helpthere was an elderly woman. She was a multiparous woman. She
raised many children. Later, her eyesight was poor. She sat in a corner and was
dispensing advice to others, which was of great help to the less experienced.

Though she had poor eyesight, hendnwas on labor and delivery. She wished the
baby emerged healthy.

As soon as the baby was born, they gave the baby in the hands of the elderly woman.
|l nstantaneously, her vision came back al
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Great Ligtka?0 1 n
place, so bright is the child.

The astrology announced the
infant was a Mafl .|

Budhan in the 2 house,

Sukkiran, in the BGury,

very special. This is the
evidentiary proof for the

bithof av UJd ( Wi se mas
The 8" place is the site for

Pl rva Pul iya SUUdm (The

place for merit from previous
birth). The dominance of

Guru in Rrva Pul iya

St0 dm is an evidence of very great man. Sundarandslyause had a demefjit ¢ e &

= cursel recluse coming for food and lodging many generations ago wasdlaad
beaten; that predicated the fate that in each generation, one member would become a
recluse. This time, no one worried about it.

Venkatraman, the future Ramana Maharishi is born.

Sundaramaiyar 6s Kuladaivam (Fam |y deity
therefore, the child was named Venkatraman. The child was plump. He grew up
smart. What singing, what dancingéwhat b
worried the mother and made her tired. She raised him with love and tenderness.

The parents admétl him in Mal dr Sthupathi School. It was fascinating to see him
go to the school, strong of body, with a

No day without learning.
No fault finding of anyone.

It was ecstasy to see him with folded hands and to heardaidhaloud with other
children. That c¢chil ddés praise, the whol e
grace, the world will hear. The people of the world give up all faults, fall prostrate at

his feet and enjoy tranquility and rapturous joy. Thetown t he chhadmddés pa
concept othe future of this blessed child.

AHeyeé Shall we build a ship and | aunch i

AWe need a ddisefaendsaig.aper! o



Venkatraman brought a
few sheets of extra
heavy paper (for legal
. documents) and built - <G | ‘
many shps. He took /’ VB T
_them and floated them | [E f - :
‘ln the temple pond.
4They floated and sailed|
the gentle waves 14

%, + They were the home documents scribed on the Stap paper. (The
"mar k of a boy becoming a future Al

ALet him séded ahe ksbave hown! He ¢
home. That paper belonged to cliient of m
Sundaramaiyar coming to know of it, yelled loudly. Venkatraman, terrified, ran
away, not to be found.

Evening came. The night was imminehhere was no Venkatraman. The
neighborhood people went searching. The whole town went searching for him here
and there.

There was not much of a crowd in the temMalnight service in the templeas over.

The priest havi ngtopmbalfameximgudshed the flarbing wicky a m
heard something move behind the Ambal i dol
t here?6 Venkatramanodés face stuck out fron

ALIittl e c ad?fTHe whole mwnyisdooking fer you, child! Your mother
went around the temple twice. Poor woman is crying. What are you doing here?

AFather will thrash me. 0
AFearing i1it, you are hiding. l' s 1t the p
$ivechlriy O put the calf on his shouldand took him home.

Venkatraman knew at that age without awareness to seek refuge with the omniscient
God.



Venkatraman went to Dindukkal for higher education. Play first and read later were
his modus operandi. Those who pay attention to the worldlyitzesi, there was no
need for education: That became his discipimihe future

6The sapling (is known) by the sprout. o
The sprout does not reveal its secrets.

He played well like other children. He wanall play activities because he was of fit
physique. Children wished to join him. They begged him to include them in his team.

Finishing fifth grade in Tirucchuzhi, he joined sixth grade in Dindukkal City School.
Dindukkal is a bigger town and manyenids joined his team.

A fort built by Kurunila kings was in Dindukkal. It went by the naihmaiyan

K@ t a maiy@n ruled his kingdom from the fort. When the British laid seize on the
fort, the king dug a hole in the wall and escaped. When Venkatraman and friends
wanted to enter the court, the guards did not allow them in. They jumped the
perimeter wall and played inside. The guards chased the boys. Venkatraman led the
other boys to escape through that hole in the wall.

Because of these bold and innovative act
his friends. He played hard and slept demgddng time. He was left home alone

under an order to study and keep a watch on the house. Once they left the house, he
pretended to read for a while, and shut his book, the windows, the front doors, and the
rear doors. He spread the sleeping mat. He wesieep. The occupants, returning

from the event, banged on the doors, yel

That sleep was more than deep sleep. It was a bodiless sleep; it was beyond mind; it
was deeper than deep sleep. Somehow the occupanéshadike found a way into
the house, shook him hard and awakened him.

Because obirth with a body, he spent his youth sleeping to satisfy the total needs of
sleep for the rest of his life and after a certain age, he knew no phenomenal sleep but
immersediConsci ous Sleep (O0Wakef ul Sl eepd) .
Wakeful Sleep he experienced later in life.

They called him by wunfl at taer iSH e empamaunt e
not only at home but also in the classroom. The teacher twistedrbjsaad hit him

with the knuckles, to wake him up in the classroom. He was subjected to insults. To

avoid going to sleep in the classroom, he tied a thread between his tuft and the nail in

the wall and read his book. When he nodded his head with slegmjltfof the string

would wake him up. He had the Ggdren gift of sleep anywhere, anytime, at any
costéfrom his childhood.



Venkatramanos
father died in

Tirucchuzi when
Venkatraman

lived in

Dindukkal. He

left for Tirucchuzi

and met his father

on the @athbed.

Hi s fathero6s
was traumatic to

young

-~ Venkatraman and

caused life
changes. Hi s fatherds premature death b

Mother remained in Tirucchuzi; oldest brother, sister, older brother Nagaswamy and
Venkatraman took refugeinuecl Subbi ahdés house. The uncl
and supported them.

But, no one knew then Venkatraman would live without the support of the near and
dear but only with that of God.

-f Qav¥{i uBEEREI s get Dar San
i dLCOECO]j { I Rictures: S. Kumaresan
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MUngUMu Lakshmina
talks about the beneficiaries

who gained from the D&n

they had of Kanchi Periyava.

Periyava moderated a

conference in

Tiruvidaimaruthi r near
KumbhakoJ4dam and p
to go to Kanchi via

Tiruvannamalai.

Having come to
Tiruvannamalai and leaving without circumambulation of the hill are not proper. He
performed the Girivalam starting early in the morning. He returned at three p.m.

On the path, Periyava plucked somekar and asked, fASee, whet
cardamom smell 20 He would pluck another

camphor smell .0 He continued examining t
there were many Siddhars. They being alchemists hacke knowhow t o mak
Periyava | aughed and sai d, AThey never r
posterity. o

Later, passing by Tiruklili r on the pilgrimage, we reached)i§hipuram. We did
not stay there |l ong and soon came to Kal
Supreme Guru.

Il n Kalavai camp, a special event: VI Ps |
f or Dar Sa na confeeencwia Madurdi and came to Chennai. Indra Gandhi
was very hyperactive. She was insistent

before she left. We told her he was in Mauna Viratam (Vow of Silence) and she could
not engage him in a conversation.

LYRNI DFYRKA KIR Fy [ dRASYOS IyR 5FENiIyY

She said, o6lt is alright. | will keep my
her mind in his presence wasough He does not have to say

It happened just as said.

Periyava wa sitting by a well and doing the Japam. As if seeing him, Indra Gandhi
sat in front of him. Shattered navorld.



When Indra Gandhi rose to take leave, Periyava prese
her with a RudrUksha gar
and gave it to her. Thatament, she wore it around her
neck.

It was then election time in Karnataka. Congress minis
Gundu Rao came to see Periyava often. Periyava saic
60There is no need for yo
supplicate and worship kA Amman. Your
supplicat on wi |l |l come true. 0 :
next month and became the chief minister of Karnatak
He habitually came by 5 p.m. on Thursdays talkeed &
little. One day, he brought a sack each of rice and su
for making Prasadam for distribution twetpublic.

favo

Elections in 1977 saw Indira Gandhi lose her seat. Next year, she stood in elections in
Sikmagalr. That time Congress had a cow as its party symbol. She objected to the
cow and instead wished for the lion symbol.

In Kalavai, when she met with Periyava, he raised his hand and blessed her.
Impressed by the raised hand, she determined to have hahdldgnthe Congress
party. This is how Indra Gandhi won the elections in Siknlagal

For a special event, Periyava went tahilam. Though he walked the distance, the
Mutt workers rode the jeep with all the accouterments.

Ah@bhil am i s i TherAarenine paceB of watshis for Narasimha.
They are scattered all over. It is hard to reach them. There are bamboo forests on the
way. The snakes hang from the canopy of bamboo trees. Wild animals abound. Adi
Samkara facing the Kapalis bent onikij him worshipped Narasimha and killings

took place there.

The doors of the Ugra Narasimhar close at 6 p.m. No one can enter after the closing
time. Periyava wanted to visit the temple. He had no fear. His Tapas was of supreme
nature, which not only pretted him but all the attendants. He had the ii&dkthi

that offered protection and prevention of dangakshminarasimén said that

-f Qah%Czfudi®* Dar San wiEndlof04 ont i nue.
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Madurai is a big city. Venkatraman and Nagaswamy from the village sought |
to see people everywhere.

Venkatraman went to two schools: Scot High School first and latesrisan Missi
NUyakkar Str

Their house was in Sokkappa



The town was busy with bullock carts, ho
| i ghts made everyone feel Madur ai 6s gr ea

Mgk 4 Amman Temple held daily festivities. Many temples gracearMadurai Temple. Azha
among devotees. SweetJ#gal Pragtlam served there was ambrosial.

Venkatraman went for Prasada to the temple where the presiding deity ahEgar with peoy
and worship). When the passel of devotees returned home in the reghtiydlen of carrying the
Venkatraman at their behest. He with a painful wry neck wobbled along in the dead of nigh
discovered his wry neckas swollen and hurting.

Venkatraman was harsh on hi
Agai n, he carried on foot t
shared the Pongal.

ms e | f thinkin
he mot her | od

Older brother Al Jsliny and his peers were the playmates, aks®aman was housstting. Wh
went to Mariamman temple for swimming (in the temple pond). If his friends were not availa
except studiesStudies are important, if one wanted to be gainfully employed as a clerk and

When his el der brother went
style was hard, thoudte found the content fascinating.

He wonderedd/Nhat is this? As a tender child, he sang poérf:

tazq, Cj f v Cx UEHMeearringed One riding a bull an
“ATi rugfUJdasamblainkdea rt heivsex WH yn gc
*what a bl essing!déd He read th

A wedding for the daughtes.i va Yogi stand:

inside and tells him exuber
Yogi . Yogi of fering his ble
tresses, | will plait and w
a Siva Yogi, sat his daught
Ssivayogi was none other tha

full of tresses as before. All the people around the bride rece

Venkatramanos e Weas. Whatraeonditienlc
they ever happen to them?

An order to graze the cows. Chéhkdara Nyal tigrazed the cattle. He seategiiaaliigam on th
ablution of Lingam. Héad no mental satisfactioe did another ritual ablution. He milked all
the cows complained loudly about lack of milk.

One day, his father eyed him from mdi He became angry at him milking the milch cows. He
punishment.

OWhat is this? db?%2sl g htirsi sc oshisvaltiuktgeans? 6 !
immediately landed an axe heavily on his leg. The leg broke off and hit the grassland.



60Though you are my f ayoh &ut noonenayabudenyt dGloar. a
rose in angersiva made his appearance and made him calm and composed.

Of all the stories Venkatraman read, the story of Kippa Nyal £was wonderfulThe hunter ne
shared the meal with his friends. Someth
Saying such endearing words, heembead t he Li 4gam and broug

the water from his mouth on LiJdgam as ri
Next day, the priesh charge was shocked to see the meat before the Lingam. He cleaned

with Bael | eaves and | eft the site. A |
DidSi va eat t he meat ? Or someone | se t ook

e
i ng t h évltané
Get

0lt does not matter. Il wi || br
happengputowWhese | eaves again?b6 tting u
wondrous event.

OWho in his right Jiam®osé&nyes tme ati ntgo s S ic
forbidden act. Bl ood wagamouThingJdaod,t toH

eye), enucleated his own eye with the arrow and placed it in the eye socket efigra.LThe oth

0l have the cure in my hands. dotalWhlind. How icould |
bl eedi ng eye?6 En tweghrno hasitationnhg raised lusHegdiptaced thehoig
enucl eate the other eye with his arrow.

further . JTppecanteifram thee mouk &fiva. The Brahmin priest witnessed this wi

When Venkatraman finished reading the story, he placed the open book on his chest and r
no difference. Thoseith true lovein them are the highest. There is no need for an ostentatio
those who seltledicate and surrender to God, by expelling ego. To them he tsrégaself in a\

6ls it possi bl esivazVehon db | dsk? Godgave wisiprsoehimiself to G4y
Simply going to the temple, apply kumkum and ash on my body and return home.

Have | ever loked at God with an intense concentration? Have | ever opposed my palms a
and sl umber afflict me. Why did | not ge

The impact of PeriyapurUdJdam, the death o
of a sixteeryearold. Venkatraman thought assiduously about death.

He experienced death, he expaced death. What is known is knowledge; that he knew. Tha

After he experienced what death is, Venkatraman did not know what to do next.
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Lakshminarayanadescribes an exciting event that took place when Periya came-

The Hindu Newspaperds author J. Kast
Al't was a |l ong time sincetyau ndamd atld Ma

On his invitation, Periyava came to Chennai. Gindi was the outskirts of the city. There, Kall
had R rda Kumbam ready and waited to invite Periyava. When Periyava arrived, they extel
and took him on a procession.

Then, Kasturi reqguested Per iy avVvdepattnentsin tlseio
employers were all happy. Srinivasan requested him to drop into the office of Sudesmithral
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On that occasion, healked in a procession in Mylapore with |

Then, there was a proposed conference tfiDar Kazhakam ir
were waiting for Periyt.

The people accompanying Periyava were afraid that the Da
to the fore. They worried about whatdo with that eventuality

Y EV.ROPeryft arrived at the conf

,"‘,'-f.They all said, fAKanchi Sank
.. _4Flag. 0 We are waiting for
M PeriyOr said, AWhat, Bl ack

yDono6t block him. Dondt ghadv

' "1; Per i yav a0 with paintercupt®rscanteno the Sanskri

When told to Periyava, he s
Periyava usually travellddy 60 ( = | i ght coach). Like tF

Once in DrUvidar Kazhakam gathering, a p
he wal k?6

That reached the ears of Periyava. Immediately he got down fromlreavidwvalked T h e
bl essing and good fortune to bear gshegged Re
owhat they say is true. This recluse doe
then went on foot, coengood weather. No matter the distance, he walked. He never gave uj
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To know a matter in depth, one needs the bélp
another. The explicator of such knowledge is
dgiyad and 6Guru.od6 The
knowledge igil a6 He who make:
wisdom is Guru. Since it needs proximity, many
regard the father asl tyaand Guru.

But Venkatraman at his tender dgst his father.

Because of his death, the family broke up and

members went to different places. There was an

urgency that the older brother should remain a guide

to the 16yearold Venkatraman. The older brother Nagasamy thought he cai
theresponsibilt y f or Venkatramands school
monitored himOften, he was counselled and corrected. That caused a confli
between the siblings. The perception by Venkatraman that no one was thei
guide him but a brother was therectiticize him, were hard on him.

Doubts can be cleared with anyone capable of explaining. Who can he trust
share, and ask questions about life, death and the wondrous changes caus
them in his mind and psyche? If he shared, would he be subjecidctule? If
the ridicule, levelled against him, clings on him, and if he himself without
intention ridicules his wondrous experience, he feared the consequences. E
of that eventuality, he did not reveal his experience to anyone but remained



The mind of man is the observer of the phenomenal woi
the imagination makes the observed even bigger thanw
it is. Among men, these matters take a life of their own.

mind gets entangled. .

Venkatraman was an introvert and never an extrovéter A
he experienced the death of his father, he became
introspective about death and dying. He madeesiuiry
and realized what dies and what never dies. He
experienced, realized and received vision of that which
never dies. Guarding against extrovensihis mind held
fast that which he saw within himself, what he realized,
what remained immobile inside, and that which has no
attributes.

Who instructed Venkatraman on t he:
God with opposed pal ms, O0This | n ¢

He enquired i nt-enquityWHeohadthishelarfadd nfinsl i hig
enquiry. He gplored the Truth. He delved deep imionself without distraction or
dissipationto studywhat in truth happens inside of him. He saw a change in hin
Thatchanggvas a very greadmabe&dsaatUsall frk
| i f eds dedfauspieious reature great liiss enjoyed by a great sage.
Tirgsfddmbandar recei ved Pr adsThedyece aduld
be of this nature.

Holding fast to the Truth, Sattva pervades the inside and augments manyfol
colors have their individual qualities. White has no attribute or quality. What
standswith noattributes, Sattva pervades and rules supreme.

When Tirug] U simbandar found no sigi his father upon submersion in the
temple tank, the shock inside gave the Truth or Sattva.

Who am I? What is after death? Venkatraman cogi
about these questions, as he was laying on his bac
smal | room. Because of
grace descended on him
Grace). A seed sown in the ground a long time agc
became a seedling, and then a tree with branches
since forgotten, dropped a fruit on the lap.

Could an introspector be involved in affairs of the

phenomenal world? Yes, it is possible: eating, dres
M sl eepingeé But all those
alternate pathway. The eaten food, seen by the ey
smelled by the nose, inducing salivation in the mot




and satiating the hunger are phenomenal. @#ss chot live to eat. But he eats tc
live.) Eating without the mind of an epicure or gastronomer is of another kir

When mind clings to the mind, all else is forgotten. Out of modesty we wea
clothes, that shows no osdamtinvitat i o1
compliments.

That sleep is a different kind. Though the body sleeps, the soul is awake. Tl
Is a witness, and apprehends its own status in an intense manner. It experie
Allowing this, what happens to the external behavior? The bmedmes relaxec
It stands aside from others. It shows neither enthusiasm nor indifference. It
modest path.

Venkatraman always sought solitariness. The yen (longing) for play disappe
The competitive spirit and win at any cost dissipatedeAtleavors turned insid
Solitude was the name of the game. But, will the world leave him alone? T
disputes are multitudinous.

The brother angrily slashed him wi
I's the reason f ork aytoruaamabn ,r tthhieor e Wi
S0?0 The wonder in him swelled, i

Finding no escape, he opened the lazy books to satisfy
others. The mind had no interest in books. The contents of
the bookleave no impress on themai The mind was
introspective.

=}

The aunt called on him, saying,
at the corner of our street and bring me water in two
vessels. o

Previously, he hated doing it. He even got angry. He used
to tell, AAunty, @goluyeatThat wask
then and not now.

He goes to the far side of the street, fills the vessel with

water, return home carrying it on his shoulder and pour it

in a huge caldron. He does this about three times, fills the caldron and agail
his room withthe books.

If he wanders during the day, the fatigue impels him to lay down on the floo
mind as a witness watches the body on the floor. That witness, not taking a
of sleep, remains awake always. The body rested well. The soul, remaining
tranqul and equipoised, was awake.

As he 1l ooks up tbwamk(yBr athrraskybgg
attraction for him. AlIl puranas d:¢
sky. o0 Wondt you come now? Wonodt vy«



